






  

  

Listening and speaking skills refer to knowledge of spoken words and also non-verbal 
language, such as gestures and picture symbols.  

  

Children begin to: 
Answer questions 
Ask questions 
Understand and follow oral  
directions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adults can help: 
Encourage children to express their 
thoughts and feelings 
Talk about daily events 
Encourage children to speak the  
language used in the home. This will 
not interfere with learning  
English. 

  

Children begin to: 
Show interest in books 
Engage in reading behaviors, turning 
pages, imitating adults by pointing to 
words 
Alphabet Knowledge: 
Know letters of the alphabet are 
different from pictures and shapes 
Understand that letters function to 
represent sounds in spoken words 
Phonics: Play with the sounds of 
language 
Writing: Independently engage in 
writing behaviors, writing symbols for 
names 

 
 

Adults can help: 
READ with your child everyday 
Bring home a variety of reading 
materials 
Alphabet Knowledge: 
Point out letters on menus, tickets & 
notes 
Find letters in everyday items like 
cereal boxes 
Point out letters in your child ’ s name 
Phonics: Read books that have rhymes 
Sing songs together 
Writing: encourage your child to 
scribble, draw and print 
Talk about what you are doing as you 
write lists or notes 

Reading and writing skills refer to developing knowledge of oral language, concepts of 
print, letters and sounds. 

  

  

  

  

 
What did you think of that song? 
What was your favorite part of the movie? 
Do you like playing soccer or basketball? 
 
 
As your child draws or scribbles, ask them about their work. 
Let them dictate to you what it means - “ this picture is my 
flower garden. ”  This is not the time to correct their work. Let 
your child enjoy expressing herself. 

 
 
Scribbles are the first step to writing. 
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